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1 HISTORY

1.1 The suburb of Bulimba

European settlement of land at Bulimba occurred before Separation from New South Wales. The
first lots that were advertised for sale in 1849 were fertile land along the river facing west and
extending north to Bulimba Point. By the 1860s the Bulimba area was predominantly settled by
farmers on small holdings who kept livestock and sold dairy and agricultural produce to the
town.. Experimental crops like cotton and sugar were also grown. Local industries developed
along the river including boat building, wharfage, a candleworks and soap factory, a brewery and
a chemical factory.

Population grew in common with Brisbane-wide trends and with improved access provided by the
railway in 1889, the tram system along Riding Road in the 1920s and 1930s and, more recently,
the city cat ferries which have made Bulimba popular with commuters. Growth has been
particularly high over the last 20 years with the conversion of industrial land for housing and
subdivision of the larger suburban lots. This trend is expected to continue.

1.2 Early development of the Bulimba School

The earliest National Schools? were established by a Board of National Education appointed in
1848 by the Governor of New South Wales. When Queensland became a separate colony, the
system of National Schools continued under a Queensland Board of General Education
established under the Education Act of 1860. The Board assisted with the construction of new
schools, allocated annual grants and employed teachers. Initially communities were required to
raise one third of the cost of establishment but this was relaxed in 1864.

A five acre site for a National School at Bulimba was surveyed in 1860 on part of Portion 67.
When Portion 67 was sold to G [George?] Harris, the first owner, in 1862 the land for the school
was excluded from the sale. Portion 67 is shown on a plan dated 1858 and was slightly under 50
acres®. It was mostly steep with poor quality soil which would have been less attractive for
farming.

Bulimba National School was established in 1866 and builder Michael Robertson was engaged to
construct a schoolroom and residence for £230. The buildings were completed in 1867. At this
time rural schools were built of timber and metropolitan schools were generally of brick. An
architect for Bulimba School has not been identified but may have been Richard Suter, who was
working for Benjamin Backhouse at the time and is credited with developing timber school
buildings which had studs on the outside of the walls and the lining boards facing the rooms®.

In 1875 the Education Act provided for National Schools to become State Schools administered
by the Department of Public Instruction. At this time expenditure at Bulimba National School of

1 Morton Bay Courier 16 Feb 1859 p3

2 Burmester, Paul, Margaret Pullar, Michael Kennedy, November 1996, Queensland Schools A heritage
conservation study. A report for the Department of Education.

3 Survey of thirty nine farms of various areas in the Parish of Bulimba (Museum Mapping and Surveying
S151824 sht 2) and Cadastral Map 20 chain Morton Series 1887 sheet 1showing original owners.

4 Burmester op. cit. Bulimba National School was built with outside studding.
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£556-3-8 was recorded, which would have included the initial cost of construction plus extra for
repairs and extensions.

YN

Figurel:6[ Survey] of 5 acres of Il and in the Parish of Bul
67 proposed t o be granted f osignedhydamesoWamer aidateddd May 1860

(Mapping and Surveying Museum N25.1). The notes in red were added later and show a subdivision

for the School of Arts and the Gazettal of Reserve 231 for Bulimba State School in 1886.

The first available drawings of the school buildings at Bulimba are recorded in the Register of
Schools prepared between 1860 and 1878. The Bulimba entry is not dated but may have been
taken from a Special Report about the school and a site plan prepared in 1876°:

6The buildings stand on the top of a hill and
Towards the W a small paddock of pretty level bottom land, rather wet, has been cut off
from the rest by a 2-rail fence: except this part the so i | is worthlessé. A gt

big timber has been felled disclosing a magnificent view toward the SW but the place is

thick covered with small timber and brushwood except the crown of the ridge where the

buildings are. A [illeg] tank affords plenty of good water. i The garden which is enclosed

with a fence of open sawn wood palings has been neglected and an air of untidyness
pervades the premisesé.. The school measur es
outside. Walls and floor beech. Roof pine. Shingles hardwood. No verandahs. In good
preservation considering its age and unprotected state..é The residence contains 6 rooms

and has a 5 % ft verandah on the SW and NW. It is built similarly to the school. The three

front rooms and the NEroom areceiledand | inedé. The middl e back
kitchen and contains the only fireplace in th
a stockyard in the NE corner of groundsé Some

period behind the house as there are pine apples growing amid the grass and brushwood

5 QSA 13998 Special report on the Grounds and Buildings of the Bulimba School 3 July 1876

June, 2015 Marie-Anne Ammons Architect Pty Ltd Master Site No.20017
P: 0419 235 404 E: marie-anne@maarchitect.com.au Project No.



BULIMBA STATE SCHOOL: QHR 601874
HERITAGE REPORT: SITE ANALYSIS:HISTORY Page 3 of 52

behind the girlsé closet. I n the way of gymna
anordinary swing and a circular swing neither

Figure 2 (above): Entry for Bulimba State
School in the Register of Schools (Vol 2 p.39
QSA 13621) showing a sketch of the site
@orth west part of Portion 67 5 acres 2 roods
28 perantthebiuilding layouts of the
residence and school room. The alignment of
the buildings reflected the topography, but
they would also have faced towards the town
centre of Brisbane. The school room layout
was typical of the period with tiered seating.

Figure 3 (left): Sketch of the residence in a
report dated 20 February 1890, not long
before the house was demolished (QSA
13998)
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Access to the school amamiflwapumthaOxiorl Stedt boendaryrardn ¢ e 6
double gates closer to the top of the hill. Roads on the south and eastern boundaries were not
constructed until the early twentieth century.

Figure 4: Excerpt from 8 chain map of Brisbane and Suburbs 1907 (Mapping and Surveying
website). The steep land around the school remains undeveloped. Note the Bulimba trigonometric
station from the trigonometrical survey of Brisbane standard circuit traverse 1895.

During subsequent years the following alterations were carried out:

- 1874 rebuilding underground water tank and inserting antcaps on building stumps;

- 1874 additions to the residence;

- 1877 addition of verandahs to the school and another fireplace to the residence;

- 1884 addition to the school and replacing shingle roof with iron;

- 1886 construction of a playshed;

- 1886 Reserve for School of Arts excised from the north west corner of the site;

- 1888 additions (probably a new wing to south end of the school);

- 1892 residence apparently moved on site to make a level play area;

- 1897 residence replaced with a new house;

- 1903-4 addition of new wing to the north end of the school perpendicular to the original
building. Plans initially prepared in 1899 i two storey unlined internally with vertical studs.
Classroom 20ft x 40ft with teacherés annexe.
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first addition at the south end [called the gallery room in 1901 report]. Second addition is
20ftwidex 50 ft with a&sotothasodther 6 s r oom

Figure 5: Proposed extension at the northern end of the original school, Department of Works
drawing dated 1899. The first addition probably dates to 1884 and the second (at the southern end)

to 1888 (QSA 13998)
- Sheteh o Proposed Additions to Bulimba S. School. |
‘ ~ Beale . §faat toThe In..

e AR

EESSY . S
|
1
1
!

e - | Figure 6: Section of
‘ - new wing showing

L B i b ’ internal walls
2 i avationyill beakeut | yplined and tall
B wra}eﬁ]&lférracelsq- | :
treen SchooléPlayshed. | Windows (QSA
-  13998)
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Figure 7: Photograph Bulimba School from the Brisbane Courier 17 July 1926. The block at left
would be the original school building raised and modified. The block at right was built in 1904.
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=» A new residence was constructed in 1897

based on a standard Departmental plan
with four rooms and a kitchen wing. It
faced north towards Oxford Street.

The extension to the school designed in
1899 was not built until 1904. On
completion the school complex would
have been fairly typical of many late
nineteenth century timber schools in
Queensland with a series of timber blocks
placed at right angles to each other and
linked by verandahs on both sides of each
block. Classrooms were 20ft wide or
narrower. P u p i | lssveralptased to
face across the building rather than
towards the end walls. These designs
were devised by the Department of Public
Instruction from 1879 and would be
developed in new directions after the
Department of Public Works took
responsibility for design of schools in
1894.

Figure 8: The second residence,
Department of Works drawing dated 1895
(QSA 13998).
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121 New | n fchool{Btoék CH5

Following the extensions to the timber school, the 1867 portion of Bulimba School was used for
infants untilan e w | nScloal was éonstructed in 1914 7 1915. The new building faced north
to Oxford Street, and stood some distance downhill from the main school complex.

It was a high set weather board structure containing three classrooms with a verandah and
t eac her 0atthafrom. dhkeeoof was clad in diagonal asbestos tiles with a central fleche.
The undercroft was asphalted for covered play.

The building was opened by the State Treasurer on 17 April 1915. Alterations to the main school
were carried out concurrently providing a total capacity of around 500 pupils.

Mr Story, Under Secretary for Public Instruction spoke at the opening ceremony sayingé 6 he had
noticed a certain amount of what might be ter med
Education Department had to respond by expenditure on schools in a number of centres in the
DistrictéHe coul d as s [the @easuhed that tHeobill for b@Eldimgs wag ma n

going to be a | arge one for sever ahthatywadwhosl é a st
building which had been built in earlier days had to be discarded in favour of buildings that were
better | ighted, ventilated and equipped, as a r e:

Figure9:Buli mba | nf ant s 6 wWewdddrom Oxfond Sireetl(iiustrated in Department of
Public Works Annual Report 1915 plate 6). andihe pr oj ect
ends of the front verandah are enclosed for hat rooms.

The Bulimba Infantsé School was one otfpestNo erigigal plares\Wwavdbbeen!l di n g
found but plans f or tdmbined with &idedde &andhe photographtini o n 6
figure 9, suggest that the new building was characteristic of timber classroom blocks designed by

the Department of Works after 1909, except it had a verandah on one side only.
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The Bulimba example had a fleche on the roof linked to ceiling vents and a continuous operable

ventilation flap at the base of the verandah wall. Large windows in the gables and in the south

wall of the middle classroom provided | ight to st
windows were characteristically in banks of tall, narrow sashes. The verandah walls would have

incorporated pairs of doors with tall fanlights above leaving blank wall in between for hyloplates.

Although classrooms were allocated to infants from the 1860s, teachers were not trained to teach

infants until 1893.Few i nf ant s 8 s c h o odursg thee89@s depessisnt, butinc t e d

1910 The Department of Educatione st abl i shed a committee to advi se
new infantsé c¢ | a s weredultrassome schools between 1910 and 1920. These appear to

have been standard classroom designs of the period but were detached from the main schools.

Open air annexes were also built for Infants and are more common. Examples survive at Norman
Park State School (1915), Toowong State School (1918) and New Farm State School (1918).

1.2.2 The grounds

The magnificent views from Bulimba school were frequently noted in official documents, but much
of the school site remained undeveloped during the nineteenth century and the first half of the
twentieth century because of the steep ground and poor soil. There were frequent reports of
clearing weeds and lantana and the need to keep out livestock. Goats and cattle remained a
problem into the 1940s.

Arbor Days were established in Queensland in 1890 but available records for Bulimba State
School do not identify individual trees which were planted. In 1909 new trees were being
destroyed by livestock and tree guards were requested for new plantings.

Fig trees and Camphor Laurels were popular Arbor Day plantings as they were hardy and
provided good shade®. References to shade trees on the north side of the Bulimba site probably
refer to large fig trees on Oxford Street near the Infantséschool. One of these trees was identified
as a weeping fig when it was removed in 1968.

Native trees were also valued. In 1930 when a relief scheme to improve the grounds was
underway, the head t enangfineyoungteeasp| hadetdeteda@alt elinod e d
taken pride in preserving the native trees in accordance with your instructions issued in

connection with Arbor Day. ' 0

Forestry plots were planted at Queensland Schools from 1928 and it is understood that a forestry
plot was replaced by the present administration Block E8.

Reports of an awards ceremony at Bulimba School in 1911 record that sixtreeséi ndi genous t
various parts of the Empire, which had been donated by the Acclimatisation Society®) were
planted in the school reserve. The trees were named after members of the Royal family.

6 Brisbane Courier 29 April 1891 p5 describes species typically planted at the time
7 QSA 125477 letter dated 24 July 1930

8 Information from the School Principal who remembers the plot prior to 2000.

9 Brisbane Courier 23 June 1911 p7
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Figure 10: View of Bulimba from the south east (JOL 88030 excerpt). The timber school can be seen
far right at the top of the hill. The School of Arts is visible at the junction of the three roads. This
photo is dated to the 1920s in the archive and certainly dates to after 1914 when a second storey
was added to the School of Arts.

1.2.3 Roadways

Access to the site was initially from Oxford Street on the north boundary. Wentworth Parade on
the eastern boundary was not constructed until after 1907 and remained a dirt track. In 1933 the
final levels of Oxford Street and Wentworth Parade were decided and the roads were lowered

0 s e v e r mehr thé modhtedstern corner of the school.

1.3 The Interwar School (Block A)

In 1930 an additional area of land on the southern boundary was added to the school, as it was
discovered that parts of the original school building stood outside the reserve®®.

At the end of 1934 plans were prepared for replacing the timber school with a new brick school.

The initial drawings show a symmetrical brick building with two levels of classrooms (eight
classrooms per floor) over an open play area. The plan was H shaped, which differed from more
characteristic linear plans of the period. It incorporated a square tower rather than a fleche.

The drawing was initialled by MG and TRG, who were probably the designers. MG was Maurice
James Guthrie and TRG would have been Thomas Robert Gladwin. Gladwin had been with the
Department of Works since 1924 and contributed to the design of many of the interwar brick
schools, but Guthrie was a New Zealand born architect who was with the Department of Works
for only a year (1933i 34) i which may explain the differences in design from the Departmental
standard?'.

10 Reserve 231, the original site, was Sub 2 of Resub 2 of Sub 2 of Portion 4v and the wedge shaped land
was R1337 Sub 2 of Portion 67.

11 Watson, Donald and Judith McKay, 1984, A Directory of Architects to 1940, University of Queensland
Library, pp. 92 and 95
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Gu t h riniti@ design for Roma State School (1935) also differs from the more typical Works
designs®?.

i s 5 - )

Figurel1l: o6 Proposed Rebuil ding Sch draverg DeEcenpbarrl®3m@8A of
125477 Box 24)

Eventually a revised design was adopted drawn by GR Beveridge in 1935. Beveridge joined the
Department of Works in 1935 and remained with the Department for many years?*2.

The proposed new building was very similar to other brick schools constructed at the time and
comprised two levels of classrooms over an open play area similar to the previous scheme, but
was more linear in form. The walls were face brick with cement dressings and the hipped roof
clad with Marseilles tiles featured a central fleche.

Six classrooms were located on the ground floor and seven on the upper level. The basement
contained toilets at each end. The facilities at the northern end were single storey leaving room
for the construction of two more classrooms above at a future date. There was a projecting porch

12 Project Services 2010, Roma Government Complex Conservation Plan prepared for the Accommodation
Office Department of Public Works.

13 Watson, Donald and Judith McKay, 1984, A Directory of Architects to 1940, University of Queensland
Library, p.33

Wo r k
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to the west (the front of the building) and suggestions for future extensions at each end also
projecting west. Verandahs were positioned on the western side providing protection from the
sun. Large banks of windows faced east providing left hand light to the students.

A block plan from 1935 shows the proposed siting of the new building at the top of the hill where

the earlier timber school stood. The plan shows the original timber school at the south east corner

(dotted), additional land acquired to the south, the School of Arts Reserve at the north west

corner, the residence, playshed and Infants6School on the north boundary and the parade

ground on the upper terracewi t h t rees around the edge and steps
School. The shape of the parade ground reflects the orientation of the original buildings; the open

areaatt he top of the steps from the | nfantTeeflatSchool
area at the west end of the site facing Riding Road was suggested for a basket ball court and

tennis court.

Part of the original school building was moved to another position to serve as temporary
classrooms during construction. Theresidenceand | nf ant s @lsofiseh.ool wer e

®N

Figure 12: Block Plan July 1935 (QSA 125477 Box 24 blue print with colours reversed for legibility).

The school was opened in March 1938. A typescript held in Department of Works files described
the project.'*

6The new Building, situated on the crown of t
on the North by Oxford Street, and on the East by Wentworth Parade. The structure is of

three (3) stories, built of brick and concrete with cement facings. The roof is covered with

the AMarseill es0o patter n [sichadthe cange with alflecse, and i
The new structure replaced the old wooden buildings. The building contains thirteen (13)

classrooms situated on the ground and first floors, accommodating five hundred and

t welve (512) pupils. A Head Teachers room, tw

14 QSA 13997 typescript dated 7 March 1938
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cloak rooms are also provided. The classrooms on ground and first floors are provided

with folding partitions. Lavatories for male and female teachers, boys, girls and infants,

also store rooms are situated in the basement, the reminder of this floor being utilised as

a play area. A complete drainage and septic tank installation is included. The grounds

have been levelled and graded as required with retaining walls to Wentworth Parade and

Oxford Street. Tennis courts have been built on the site previously occupied by the Head
Teacher 6s Resicdsesncef The new Building and ret

Figure 13: Block A
western elevation
published in the
Department of
Works Annual
Report for 1938. The
~north extension has
. not yet been built.

T
L

Figure 14:

New Building,
basement and
ground floor
levels, Department
1. TR : =l of Works Oct 1935
_ \ i = ===t (eplan 13958153).
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Figure 15: Bulimba
State School, New
Building, East
Elevation and First
Floor Level
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i A 1935 (eplan
S 13958164).
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G T - i (RARIAARNNANEN) Figure 16:
HHETHE ANNANANINAD Bulimba State

e n School, New
Building, Section
and West
elevation
Department of
Works July 1936
(eplan 139 58175).
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A specification was prepared in August 1936 (see summary in Appendix 5.3). The construction
was of high quality and included solid and cavity brick walls, reinforced concrete lintels, sills and
copings, floors either of suspended concrete finished with a non-slip carborandum finish or timber
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floors of crows ash, sound proofing of engine ash between the ground and first floor classrooms,
joinery of silky oak and pine and roofing of terracotta tiles. The fleche was clad in galvanised iron
with a terracotta shingle tile base and roof gutters were 8 inch ogee galvanised iron discharging
to cast iron downpipes through copper bends. Ceilings were fibre cement with cover battens.

The teacherds residence and ti mber school bui |l di

The exterior of the school bore striking similarities to Townsville West State School constructed
1937 i 1938%. RP Buchanan was probably the designer of this school within Department of
Public Works. This school had projecting wings at each end, like the extensions proposed for
Bulimba.

Figure 17:
Exterior of
Townsville
West State
School in
2011.

Like many of the large brick schools built between the wars, the new school building at Bulimba
was a prominent landmark on the skyline.

View from
the north
west before
1958 with
Block A on
the skyline
(extract JOL
negative
168416)

15 Project Services, 2011, Townsville and District Education Centre Conservation Management Plan.
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1.4 Development 1940s i present

1.4.1 Block A extensions

As a temporary measure the basement of Block A was partially enclosed in 1941 to provide more
seating. Additional classrooms were not constructed until after the War.

Figure 19:
Proposed
enclosure of
south west part of
the basement of
Block A May 1948
(QSA 585673)

In 1955 construction of two classrooms was approved at the north end of Block A above the
single storey toilet facilities. The brick was closely matched to the original, as was the tiled roof,
but the windows installed were banks of hoppers in accordance with post war standards. The
extension was constructed in 1957

|Hll\

PART & FELEVATION N ELEVATION SICTION

Niw L ey Figure 20:
Addition,
Department of
Works 30 Nov
1956 [EHP]
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Figure 21: The
northern
classroom
extension
(Department of
Works Annual
Report 1958).

The image above shows a camphor laurel tree (which survives) and the original timber and
chainwire fence which would have extended around the upper terrace.

1.4.2 Repair of Block C

Following construction of Block A, t he I nfantsd School was surplus
by the Balmoral Kindergarten and Nursery School until 1941. The Kindergarten constructed their

own building in 1944 -1945 on about one third acre of land excised from the School Reserve. The

I nfantsd school was still wunused in 1948 due to

By 1952 the Infants6School was in poor condition with a leaking roof and racking of the roof
framing possibly due to subsidence of the stumps. Plans were prepared for the replacement of
the asbestos cement tiles in Super Six, for alterations to the roof framing and folding partitions
between classrooms and for the installation of additional hopper windows in the south wall, in
accordance with post war classroom standards. This work was carried out in 1954 at which time
the fleche was removed.
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Figure 22:
Reconstruction of
Block C 1952
(eplan 13958120).
The new hopper
windows are
visible in the rear
elevation.
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The verandah was sequentially enclosed after 1958.

Block C was again remodelled in 1983 at which time most of the classroom wall to the verandah
was removed, the folding partitions were removed and the 1915 window sashes were replaced.
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Figure 23: Alterations proposed to Block C in 1981 (eplan 11802307)

1.4.3 Construction of Block B

Construction of Block B for £9,053 was approved in 1958. The School Principal was concerned
about loss of play space on the western side of Block A but the Department of Works argued that
the new building was located along the existing division between boyséand girlsdplay areas and
would provide a covered play area underneath.

Plans prepared for the building showed four classrooms perpendicular to Block A with only three
classrooms to be built. The building construction was a standard post war design with the upper
floor of classrooms supported on open web steel trusses to provide unobstructed playing space
below. Concrete pillars were a typical lozenge shape. There was a verandah on the north side of
the classrooms and banks of hopper windows on the south side. The end walls were of face brick
and the roof was tiled. Balustrades were solid incorporating bag racks and were sheeted in metal
cladding.
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Figure 24:
Proposed Block B
26 Nov 1958 [EHP]
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The plans include a specification for the building colours which were to be:

- Bricks - red

- Metal cladding i charcoal on the south and silver on the west

- Joinery and eaves i white

- Wrought iron railing - white with a charcoal handrail

- Chamferboards (at the east end before construction of the fourth classroom) i bright red i
although the photo suggests they were painted a pale colour.

Figure 25: Block B
in August 1960
(QSA image
15406). The fence
atright is the
swimming pool.

1.4.4 Development of the grounds after 1938

Problems managing erosion of the steeply sloping site were a recurrent theme of correspondence
following completion of the brick school. The school committee took a particular interest in the
grounds and was responsible for many aspects of their maintenance and development, including
raising funding for improvements.

A series of improvements were carried out to stabilise the land by terracing and to provide
improved sporting facilities. The first priority was to stabilise the bank around the western edge of
the Parade Ground on the upper terrace and to provide a secure fence; work which was
approved in 1940. A timber fence with its chainwire panels was constructed and is visible
through the concrete pillars of Block B in the image above as well as one of the trees planted
around the edge of the Parade ground.

In 1939 the purchase of additional land was suggested, but this did not proceed because of the
expense and the steepness of the land suggested.

In the 1940s the School Committee developed ideas for the grounds which were submitted to the
Department of Works in 1948. The suggestions included more tennis courts, improved basketball
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courts and a swimming pool. In 1948 the Department of Works produced several versions of the
proposals.
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Figure 26: Part of a site plan prepared for the new retaining wall and fence around the western edge
of the parade ground in 1939. A roughly excavated basket ball court is shown on the south
boundary in the position of the existing courts and a new tennis court or basket ball court is
proposed on the site of the swimming pool [EHP].
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Figure 27: Site plan dated 1948 (eplan 11054186).
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The plan in figure 27 is the most complete of several versions of the same drawing and includes
the swimming pool in its current position. The plan also shows:

- Block A and the tennis court on the north east corner (built 1938)

- Entrance steps from Oxford Street to the upper terrace (built 1938)

- Swimming pool (eventually constructed 1954-55) with dressing sheds originally
constructed out of timber. Extensive repairs to the swimming pool were carried out in the
1960s.

- Steps down t ochoohfrem therupparnetraced (pr&iates Block A).

- Path to Oxford Street around the back of the Infants6School (this appears to have been
an early entrance possibly in the approximate location of the 1867 foot access).

- Branch in path from Oxford Street leading to the sports fields (concreted 19617).

- Child Care Centre (built 1945 and also called a Kindergarten) on land excised from the
school site next to the School of Arts

- School of Arts (1886).

- a water 0d6 vreursniomg wfaln ¢ m t Schobl g ¢thk soattf boundayy | nf a |
(constructed 1952)

- Area of existing basketball court on Barton Parade extended to form two courts (estimates
prepared 1958 for work carried out 1961 included resurfacing with decomposed granite
and erection of concrete block retaining walls)

- New intermediate terraces forming the Junior Practicing fields (these were levelled and
supported by concrete block retaining walls by the Department of Main Roads in 1961)

- Bottom terrace designated the Senior Practicing field (cleared paddock by 1876).

- Concrete steps from upper level sports ground (Junior) constructed 1961.

- 1965 connection to sewerage.

The sequence of development after 1946 is shown in aerial photographs which follow.

Figure 28: Aerial photograph dated 1946 (BCC H26C) showing Blocks A and C, the Child Care
building, School of Arts building and mature trees. Note tree on East side of Block A.
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Figure 29: Photograph held by Bulimba School dated 1955. This photograph may be earlier than

1955 as it predates the installation of the hopper windows in the Infants6 s ch ool whi ch occul
1954. The fence of a tennis court built ca 1940 above the site of the existing swimming pool is

visible.

Photographs up to 1960 show the area around A Block as open except for a few shade trees.

Mature treesalsogrewi n front of the I nfants®d Sfinedbotthe The b
basketball court on the south boundary is roughly formed. Much of the sloping ground on the

southern side of the school is eroded with a maze of pathways crossing it.

P °

Figure 30: Aerial photograph date 1960 (BCC 227) showing Blocks A, B, C, the Child Care building,
the School of Arts and cleared ground around the basketball courts and intermediate playing fields.

In the aerial photograph above the pale colour is probably decomposed granite; the darker area
on the parade ground to the west of Block A is probably bitumen.

Concrete retaining walls around the basket ball courts and middle oval were constructed in 1961
and are shown in the aerial photograph for 1964.
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Figure 31: Aerial photograph 1964 (BCC 417) showing Blocks A, B, C, the pool, the Child Care
building, School of Arts and masonry retaining walls around the intermediate playing fields. The
trees in front of the | nf gomdvwsadrerBovedonal®68.ar e probably fic

1.4.5 Recent changes

Since 1994 the site has been heavily developed to accommodate population growth in the
Bulimba area and to upgrade facilities to meet current standards for schools.
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Figure 32: Diagram of buildings and accessible ramps completed 2000 7 2015 using base plan
prepared by Biscoe Wilson Architects.
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In the list below, GLAs refers to general learning areas or classrooms.

Since 1994 development has included:

- 1994 Addition of Demountable Block D

- 19961 97 Remodelling of Blocks A and B

- 1998i 00 Construction of Block E and extension to Block B

- 2000 Building better schools modifications to Blocks A and B

- 2001 Composting toilet in lower playing field constructed

- 2004 Upgrade of amenities, Block A basement

- 2006 Hire building installed behind Block A

- 2006-07 Block F constructed containing 10 GLAs

- 2009 New hall (M) also containing 3 GLAs and Stephanie Alexander Kitchen

- 2010 New Out of Hours School Care building constructed

- 2012 New demountables Block N

- 2013 Block B undercroft enclosed and tuckshop expanded and refurbished

- 2014 Metal framed shed on lower oval replaced with a larger metal framed shed.

- 2014 Roller shutters installed in east side of Block A undercroft for OHSC office
June, 2015 Marie-Anne Ammons Architect Pty Ltd Master Site N0.20017

P: 0419 235 404 E: marie-anne@maarchitect.com.au Project No.



BULIMBA STATE SCHOOL: QHR 601874
HERITAGE REPORT: SITE ANALYSIS:HISTORY

Page 24 of 52

2 APPENDICES

2.1 Existing buildings
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Figure 33: Site plan as existing prepared by Biscoe Wilson Architects 2015

Component &
Bld no.

Upper terrace
Block A 01

Trees in front
of A

Hired shed
Block B 10

Block D 05
Demountable

Present use

General learning
years5&6, 1
class year 3, 1
special ed.

General learning
General learning

General learning
year 3 proposed

Accommodation and associated
structures

Undercroft T open area OHSC Office
and amenities

2 levels above each with 6 GLAs
33 classes all together

One tree appears to be
commemorative

One storey

Undercroft partly enclosed for
tuckshop, OHSC students and 1
computer classroom

1 level above with 3 GLAs
1leveli 2 GLAs

Date of construction or
planting

1938,
North extension 1957 -
58

One tree possibly
soon after 1938
2006

1958 - 59

Extended 2000
Undercrof enclosed
2013

1994, Sited on 1938
entrance forecourt

P: 0419 235 404 E: marie-anne@maarchitect.com.au

music room from Oxford Street.
Block E 02 Admin library 1level i Admin and Resource centre 2000
Staff room (80 Covered area (13)
staff) Covered links (14)
Pavilion (25) Out of hours 1 level 2010. Sited on 1938
school care Water storage tanks entrance forecourt
from Oxford Street.
Retaining Retaining walls ~ Chainwire fences, concrete walls, 1938
walls on north and spoon drains and steps. Fences replaced 1960
east boundary
Retaining wall  Western edge of Concrete with timber fence i now only 1940
parade ground visible as a bank
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